Canadian Association for Baptist Freedoms
Annual General Meeting September 28, 2026
Annual Report of the Global Connections Committee

This is the first Annual Report from the Global Connections Committee, as it was just
established this year to implement one of the recommendations from the Special Project
to Update the CABF Governance Structure.

The primary objectives of this new committee are to develop outside partnerships and to
communicate with members regarding the roles and activities of these partners and what
we can do together. The Committee exists to identify, build and sustain relationships
between CABF and Baptist unions, conventions, fellowships and networks throughout
Canada and around the world that share CABF's values, and to liaise with like-minded
ecumenical groups and representatives of other faiths, recommending to Council
opportunities for partnership, mutual support, shared activities and joint witness arising
from those relationships.

In doing so, the Committee gives effect to Objectives 2, 3, 5 and 8 of the CABF
Memorandum of Association, namely:

¢ To affirm and celebrate Baptist participation in, and witness to, the whole visible, catholic
and evangelical church of Jesus Christ;

¢ To promote peace and understanding amongst people of all faiths;

¢ To bear witness to the Association's objectives with and among Baptists regionally as
well as nationally and internationally;

¢ To associate and co-operate with other like-minded organizations.

This new CABF Committee creates a committee “home” for our representatives to the
Canadian Council of Churches and the Alliance of Baptists and adds new representatives
to the (Ontario) Gathering of Baptists and the (International) Global Baptist Network. Its
Terms of Reference have now been approved by CABF Council and may be found on pages
65-67 of the CABF Policy and Procedures Manual (see here).

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Dr. Rusty Edwards, Chair (pro tem), Halifax, NS
Members;
Rev. Jeremy Keay, Edmonton, AB
(Representative to Alliance of Baptists)
Rev. Hugh Kirkegaard, Bedford, NS
(Representative to Canadian Council of Churches)
Rev. Luke Dowding, Halifax, NS (and UK)
(Representative to Global Baptist Network)
Rev. Rev. John Perkin, Ottawa, ON
(Representative to the Gathering of Baptists)
Rev. Dr. Ryan Sato, Calgary AB
(Representative to Western Canada Baptists)


https://www.c-abf.ca/images/CABF_PP_Manual_Office_Consolidation_with_additions_approved_by_Council_up_to_20260916.pdf

