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With the growth of our Association across the country, this year we decided to run the
Rushton Lecture as a Webinar on Zoom so that all members could participate, including
both attending the lecture and engaging in questions and comments in the discussion
session following. This session was very successful and well received and we plan to do
more Webinars in the future.

One group, from Port Williams United Baptist Church in Nova Scotia, participated on-line
as a group from the Church Hall, thus providing the in-person fellowship that has
characterized the Rushton Lecture in years past. We encourage other groups, from a CABF
Member Church or from a group of nearby Member Churches, to try on-line group sessions
for future Webinars, thus providing an opportunity to meet and fellowship in person as well
as fully participate in the Webinar.

This year’s topic was The Wideness of the Sea by Dr. Randal Rauser. Dr. Rauseris a
Canadian theologian and former seminary professor at Taylor Seminary in Edmonton. He is
currently Director of Faith-Based Organization Investigations at Veritas Solutions. Randal
is the author of numerous books exploring faith, doubt, atheism, and contemporary
cultural issues, including his most recent, The Wideness of the Sea: How to be Evangelical
and Gay Affirming which he used as the basis for this presentation.

In a time of dissonance and division Canadian Baptists have an opportunity to continue to
model a posture of theological thoughtfulness and generous inclusion and hospitality. In

this year’s Rushton Lecture, Dr. Rauser reminded us of our ongoing calling to practice our

soul liberty as we seek to be a blessing in our churches, community and country.

Preliminary planning is already underway for our next Webinar. Although a firm date has
not yet been set, itis planned for January or February, 2027. The speaker will be Rev. John
Perkin, and he will speak on the topic of Christian Nationalism.
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