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Annual Report from the President 
 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 
 
As I write this report, I am at a lake in western Newfoundland where my partner and I have 
undertaken the renovation of a cottage built by her father 58 years ago.  This is a retirement 
project for us as we have both recently left our long term vocations behind, Lois in April and 
me in July.  As we have worked on "renovating" the governance structure of the CABF which 
traces its roots back some 55 years to the establishment of the ABF within the larger 
Atlantic Baptist Convention,  I am struck by the parallels in these projects.  Shortly after the 
tear down of the part of our cottage without a foundation under it, our builder asked if we 
know who built it initially?  He was quite impressed to see a cottage so well built from the 
late 1960s.  He said, "the remaining building is plumb and level and the concrete used in 
the foundation which was put in place is the best I have seen!"  
 
Similarly, our forbears in the Atlantic Baptist Fellowship (ABF) built a solid structure to 
respond to the challenges in the Atlantic Baptist Convention then – which was moving 
away from an ecumenical organization of which they were a founding member 1944, the 
Canadian Council of Churches, and an unwavering commitment to the support of women 
in ministry in Baptist congregations.  As one of our previous presidents, Roger Prentice, 
was fond of saying, "the ABF was fulfilling the role of "Her Majesty's Loyal Opposition" 
within the Atlantic Baptist Convention", upholding historic Baptist principles and standing 
for their convictions.  The ABF continued to do so until 2012 when developments in the 
Convention caused members of the ABF to determine to re-invent it as the organization we 
know today as the Canadian Association for Baptist Freedoms, the CABF.  It proved to be a 
timely decision, not only for Baptists in Atlantic Canada but for others across the country 
who began to feel less welcome in the larger Baptist structures where they were 
associating.  More recent decisions by Baptist Conventions in at least two regions of 
Canada have proven the wisdom of this decision.  So, the bones of the ABF were strong 
and well constructed and when the time came in 2012 to expand we were able to do so 
effectively, but we also needed to do some renovations to the structure for the future!  
 
I took on the role of President in October 2025 somewhat reluctantly.  I felt and still feel 
that we must expand the leadership of this national organization more broadly to those of 
like mind outside of Atlantic Canada.  It was my hope that in taking on the role for a year it 
would allow us to identify potential leaders from our expanding network across Canada 
who could assume the role as President.  It was also clear that there needed to be lot of 
work completed to renovate our governance structures to make us a more robust, 
representative, responsive and agile organization.  The continuing work of the Special 
Projects Team of the Constitution and Governance Committee under the leadership of 
David Gibson has helped us to accomplish this and it is reported on elsewhere in this 
Annual Report.  We have been fortunate to have David, whose brother, Dan, is a past 
president of the CABF; and his administrative skills to guide us through this long and 
detailed process.  I am particularly proud of the work done by this Committee to establish 
both the Global Connections Committee and the Member Services Committee as well as 
the work on pension and benefits plans.  All of these have come out of grass roots 



conversations or requests for assistance from member churches.  These and the other 
revised and strengthened committees of the CABF will serve us well moving into the future 
as a growing national network of churches! 
 
I should note that there were three events this year which involved folks in our network 
from across the country: 
 

• The first was the AGM and Fall Assembly, held in Amherst in early October 2025.  
The speaker at this event was Robert Wright, an African Nova Scotian leader and 
social worker who spoke of his experience as a person faith and as a Black man who 
is queer.  He shared his experience of marginalization in the faith community in 
which he had been a leader when he came out and he shared some profound 
theological insights with those who were gathered in person and online. 

• The last week of October 2025, 40 people gathered for the third annual Cross 
Canada Conference (CCC) held at Grandview Baptist Church in the east end of 
Vancouver.  Participants gathered over four days and considered the theme of  
Ecological Justice  It was a very meaningful conference for all involved and we look 
forward to the fourth annual CCC which is scheduled to be held in Saskatoon this 
year from October 25-28th.  

• The first week in June the annual Rushton Lecture was held in Port Williams Baptist 
Church, and the event was livestreamed across the country on Zoom—our first 
Webinar.  Our speaker was Randal Rauser, a writer and theologian from Edmonton 
who spoke about "The Wideness of the Sea:  Being Evangelical and Gay Affirming".  
In the coming year we hope to sort out a meaningful way to host national 
conversations in our network which also engage our members locally. 
 

I remain impressed by the amazing people committed to the work of the CABF across our 
country.  We have no paid staff, so the work of the Council falls on its members and the 
Council Executive presently and we have a accomplished a tremendous amount together 
in the past year!  I am grateful that the Executive and Council continued to work through 
the summer this year to address on-going items that required attention. 
 
Several members of the Council are moving on from formal roles at the AGM. I would be 
remiss if I didn't not recognize them here.  The first is Marlene Knowles who has been 
dedicated to the work of the CABF as President for the fours years prior to me taking on the 
role.  And it is also important to recognize the quiet consistent work which Joyce Allen has 
done on the Council as Chair of the Membership Committee.  And last, but not least, it is 
bittersweet to say goodbye to Jenny Eisener who has been involved in communications on 
Facebook and other on-line platforms and more recently she has been Chair of the 
Communications Committee.  Jenny has recently taken on a position with the United 
Church of Canada and we wish her well in her ministry there. 
 
In closing I'd like to share three brief vignettes from my ten day trip to the Lower Mainland 
of BC, and Calgary and Edmonton in Alberta, earlier this month.  I met with members and 
member churches of our Association spread across both provinces: 
 

• I shared a dinner under the stars at Kingfisher Farm with Ann Baxter Smith and 
leaders and members of the Church at South Point in White Rock which she 



pastors.  It was a wonderful evening of food, fellowship and reflection on the work of 
the CABF and how as can support churches like South Point.  

• In Calgary where I took part in services at Altadore Baptist and Awaken Churches I 
received a similar welcome at both and was surprised at Altadore when I noted the 
name of one of our previous members, Keith Churchill, a woman yelled out "he 
baptised me!".  She spoke with me after about the impact that Keith and Joan 
Churchill had on her in Lethbridge long before they retired to the Annapolis Valley 
and supported the CABF.  

• The trip also allowed me to renew old acquaintances, like with Don Goertz, a 
colleague from the days I worked with ex-offenders on the streets of Toronto and 
Don was a fellow member of BUMs - Baptist Urban Ministers.  Don is a church 
historian and when we met, he shared insights with me about the journey we are on 
together in CABF from his knowledge of Baptist church history.   

 
It was a wonderful trip which I hope to unpack with a report to Council in the coming weeks 
but suffice it to say here my experience with our colleagues in the west gave me a greater 
vision of the rich network of Canadian Baptist churches we are in the process of becoming 
as the CABF. 
 
At a recent Sunday service at my home church of First Baptist Halifax our pastor Rusty 
Edwards began his sermon on Genesis 12 and Abram and Sarah's journey with the breath 
prayer "Journeying God (inhale), Bless the path ahead (exhale)".  I share this as a prayer for 
us to pray together as we continue to seek to be faithful to the way of Jesus and our Baptist 
convictions in the 21st Century. 
 
Faithfully, 
 
Hugh 
 
Rev. Hugh Kirkegaard 
President, Canadian Association for Baptist Freedoms 


